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PREMIER — SINGAPORE VISIT 
Statement by Premier 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [2.01 pm]: Between 27 and 29 June, I visited Singapore to 
accompany Australia’s Prime Minister, Tony Abbott, on a trade mission of Australian business leaders led by the 
Minister for Trade and Investment, Andrew Robb, and for the signing of the Comprehensive Strategic 
Partnership and memoranda of understanding between the Australian and Singaporean governments. 
Queensland’s Premier, Annastacia Palaszczuk, and Northern Territory Chief Minister, Adam Giles, also 
participated in the mission. This follows my visit to Singapore in April this year when I met with key business 
and government representatives, including Prime Minister Lee, and delivered a keynote address at the 
University of Western Australia’s In the Zone conference. 

Australia and Singapore enjoy a warm and longstanding friendship, which has been developed and nurtured over 
many years. The signing of the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership by Prime Ministers Lee and Abbott, which 
I attended, and the review of our trade agreements over the next year will further strengthen these ties. The 
partnership and agreements also pave the way for new and exciting trade and investment opportunities, as well 
as the agriculture, food, education and scientific research initiatives that we can develop in partnership. 

During the visit Prime Minister Abbott hosted a trade leaders’ roundtable discussion with trade mission delegates 
from the oil and gas, manufacturing, education and professional services sectors and key Singaporean business 
leaders. The roundtable discussed the commonwealth’s “Our North, Our Future: White Paper on Developing 
Northern Australia”, which seeks to unlock the great potential and opportunities of the north, including 
Western Australia’s Kimberley region. At this meeting I took the opportunity to reaffirm the strong business and 
investment links between Singapore and Western Australia across oil and gas, tourism, infrastructure, 
agriculture, science, education, sport and fashion. As Western Australia’s fourth largest trading partner with total 
trade values of nearly $10 billion in 2014, Singapore is an integral part of our trade success in South-East Asia. 

I spoke about the investment opportunities in the Kimberley region, including in the pastoral industry and the 
expansion of the Ord River scheme, as well as in oil and gas. There is no doubt that Singapore is a success story 
and I was keen to emphasise that with its investment and expertise, we could work together to upscale these 
industries to truly global export industries. Singaporean investors are also looking at opportunities in the 
international education, health and medical facilities and services provision. In other meetings with businesses, 
I explored the appetite for these investments and was pleased with the level of interest we received. 
I also took the opportunity to visit the Singapore Sports Hub and Singapore National Stadium. The Singapore 
Sports Hub is a state-of-the-art, fully integrated sports, entertainment and lifestyle hub that allows everyone in 
Singapore to watch, play and support sports and entertainment. The tour of the stadium and briefing highlighted 
the range of sporting, community and entertainment activities that activate the hub. 
I thank the Prime Minister for the invitation to participate in the meetings scheduled during our visit and the 
Department of State Development and our trade office in Singapore for planning and organising the various events. 
[See paper 3217.] 
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